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(BY AUTHORITY.]

LAW ©F THE UXITED STATES PASSED AT
THE TWEKTY FOURTH CONORESS
FIRST SESSION.

[PosLic—No. 65.]
AN ACT to change the organization of

the Post Office Department, snd to pro-
vide more cffectuslly for the settlement

of the accounts thereol.

Be it enacted by the Sepate and House
of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress 2ssembled, That
the revenues arising in the Post Office

nt, and all debis due tgghe same,
when collecied, be paidifunder the
direction of the Postmaster General, into
the Treasury of the United Miates.
Skc. 2. And be it further enaeted, That
the Postmast General shall submit to Con-
gress at the next, and each succeeding an-
nual session, specific estimates of the
sums of moncy expected to be required
for the service of the Depn.runemt;n ﬁlcl::
uhﬂm‘ t year, commencing on the first
day of July, under the Tollowing heads.
vize “Compensation of tmaster." —
“T tion of tae mails,” * Ship,
sieambaat, and way lciters,” “ Wrapping
paper,” * Office farniture,” Advertising,”
“E:EI bags,” Blagks,” ** Mail locks, keys
nd_“ ! "llg ledr.h.mfuomﬂ'i and
agonts,” * or offices,”
:::*.Mum" And the Postmas-
tor. General sball render enaccount to
at each umcdinf anndal ses-
sion, of the amounts actually expended
for ecach of the purposcs above specified.

Sge. 3. Andbeit furlhe; en}cwﬁ; That
the Fe“hmmﬂ uired *for the ser-
vi.n:‘ the Post Olgleo Department,” in
cach shall be appropriated by law
ﬁq’m revenue of the Department, and
that all payments of the reccipts of the
Post Olga Department into the Trea-
sury, shall be 1o the credit of the said ap-

thsuz.'l. Mhpﬁ:‘hﬂbu“d f Mod‘h , That
e sums or the service
aforessid m paid by the Treasurer
in the manner herein directed: Procided,
That the compensation of postmasters,
the expenses of post offices, and such
other expenses of the depariment for
which sppropriations have been made, an

be incurred by postmassters, may be

yoa
d«fuuﬂ out of the proceeds of their of-
fices, under the direction of the Postmas-
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account of the Post Office Department,
quarterly to the Auditor for the Post Of-
fice Department, hercinafter provided for.
and shall transmit copics of the same,
when adjusted by him, ¢o the two Houses
of Cengress.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That
there shall be appointed by the President,
with the consent of the Senate, an Aundi-
tor of the Treasury for the Post Office
Department whose duty it shall be to re-
ceive all accounts arising in the said De-
partments, or relative theretv, to audit
and settie the same, and certify their ba-
lances to the Postmasicr General: Provi-
ded, That if eitker the Postmaster Gene-
ral, or any person whose account shall be
soitied, be dissatisfied therewith, he may
within twelve months appeal 1o the First
Comptroller of the Treasury, whose de-
cision shall be final and conclusive. The
said suditer shall report to the Postmas-
ter General when required, the official

{ forms of papers to be used by posimaste

and other officers or agenis of the Depart-
ment concerned in ils reccipts and pay-
ments, and the manner and form of keep-
ing and_ stating its accoynts. He shall
keep af¥ preserve Jall accounts, with the
vouchers, after settlement. He shall
promptly report to the Postmaster Gene-
ral all delinquences of postmasters in
paying over the procceds of their offices.
He shall close the accounts of the Depart-
ment quarterly, and transmit to the Se-
cretary of the Treasury ‘(lluaﬂe'rly state-
ments of its reccipts and expenditures.
He shall register, charge and countersign,
all warrants upon the Treasury for re
ceipts zod payments issued by the Posi-
m2gter General, when warranted by law.
He shall perform such other dutics in re-
lation to the financial concerns of the De-
partment, as shall be assigned to him by
the Secretarggof the Treasury, and shall
make to them respeciively, such reports
as either of them may require respecting
the same. The said auditor may frank,
and receive, free of postage, letters and
ckets under the regulalions provided by
aw for other officers of the Government.
And aif jotters and packets tv and from
the Chief Engineer which may relate to
the busincss of his office shall be frec of
postage. B
Szc. 9. And beit further emacted, That
it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Ge-
neral 1o deeide on the official forms of all
papers to be used by postmasiérs, and
other officers or agents of the Post Of-
Gce Department, concerned in its receipts
and payments, and the manner and form
of keeping and stating its accounts, to
enforce the prompt rendition of the re.
wurns of postmasters, and of sll certifi-
cates, acknowledgments, reccipts, and
other papers, by postmasters and conirae-
tors, reiatire to the accounis of the De-
partment; to control, according to law,
and sabject to the scttlement of the audi-
tor, the allowances to postmasters, the
expenzes of post offices, and all other
ex iucident 1o the servico of the
Depariment; 1o regulate and direct the
payment of the allowances and ex-
penses for which appropriations have been
madc; to superintend the dicposition of
the proceceds of post offices and other
moneys of the Department; to prescribe
the manner in which positmasters shall
pay over their balances; to graut war-
rants for money 1o be paid into the Trea-
sury, and out of the same, in pursvance
of appropriations by law, to porsons to
whom the same shall be ceriified to be
due by the said auditor: Provided, That
advances of nccesrsry sums to defray ex-

ter General: And provided, clso, That all
charges agaiost the Departmeat by post-|
masters, on sccount of such expenses,;
shall be submitied for examination and
settlement, 10 the auditor herein provided
for: and that no such deduction, shall be
valid, unless the expenditure so ceducted, |
be found (o have been made in conformity
to law. And previded, also, That the Post-|
master General shall have power to trans- |
fer debts due on account of the Depart-

ment, asters and others. in salis-
faction the Jegal demands for which'
appropriations _bare been made, of such

be ereditors of the:
nds,

that:

coutractors who ma
D;rnnmu. as shall have given bo
with security, to refund any mon?-u
may come into their hands over and above

penses may be made by the Postmaster
General 10 agents of the Department em-
ployed to investigate mail depredations,
examine post routes and post offices, and
form other like services, to be charged

y the arditor for the Post Office Depart-

i ment, and be accounted for in the settle-

ment of their accounts.

Sec. 10. And boe it further enacted, That
the seditor for the Post Office Department
shall state and cenify, quarterly, to the Post
Master General, aceounts of the moneys paid
parsuant (o appropniations, in cach year, by
postmasters, out of the proceeds of their of-
fices, towards the expenses of the Depart-
ment, under cach of the heads of the said
expenses specified in the sécond section of

tle amount which may be found due to'ths act; upon which the Postmaster General
them on the scttlement of their accounts. shall issuc warrants 10 the Treasurer of the

Sre. 5. And beit further enacted, That] United States, as in case of the receipt and
the Treasurer of the United States shall, payment of the said moneys-inio and out of

ﬂn receipts for all moneys received by
m to the credit of the appropriation for
tho service of the Post Office Departmeny;
which receipts shall be endorsed upon
warsants drawn by the Postmaster Gene-
rel, and without such warrant, no ac-
kuowledgment for money received asafore-
stid shall be valid.

Sec. 6. And be it (urther cnacted, That
the ‘8Propriutioa- for the service of the
Post Office Department shall be disbursed
by the Treasurer out of the moneys paid
into the Treasury for the service of the
Post Office Depariment, upon the warrants
of the Pustmaster General, registered and
countertigned as herein proviged. and ex-
pressed on their faces the appropriation to
which they should be charged-

Srec. 7. Andbeit further 2nacted, That
the Treasurer shall render his acconnts of
the manevs reeeived and paid by him on

i

ifc

the Treasury, in order that the szme may be
carried to the credit and debt of the appro-
priation for the service of the Post Office De-
partment, on the books of the auditor for said
Department.

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That
the Postmaster General shall, within six'y
days sfter the making of any contract, causs
a duplicate thereef to be lodged in the office
of the auditor of the Post Office Department.
Upon the death, resignation, or removal of
any postmaster, he shall causc his bond of of-
fice to be delivered to the said auditor ; and
shal! also cause to be promptly certificd to
him all establishments and discontinuance of
post offices, and all appointments, deaths, re-
signations and remorvals of postmasters, to-
gether with all orders and regulations which
may originate a claim, or in any manner al-
et the accounts of the Department.

@y 12 And be it farther enacted, That

amount of its revenues, derived respectively
from * letier postages,” *‘ ne

pamphlets,” and  fines ;" and the
its expenditures for each of the following ob-

steamboat and way letters,” “ wrapping

bagu.'l' "dhlanku, mail lo;k;, keys
“ mail depredati AL
“clerks for ofﬁc::?' and * miscell

the bonds and contracts of
contraciors #ad other
fice

ers, or

turcs, imposed by the laws

Post Office Department, or by the Postmas-

dication and payment secured to other claims

master General, previous (o the
this act, shall not be affected by the provis-
ions of this section. :

Sec. 14. And be it further cnacied, That
the anditor of the Post Office Depariment
shall mputm the odlwnnM ion of .;L dmﬁc
due to the ment, supar
collection of all debis due to the D 2
and all penalties and forfeitures imposed on
posimasters, for failing to make retarns, or
pay over the of their offices; be
shall direct suiis and legal proceediogs, and
take all such measures as may be aothorized
by law, to enforce the prompt paymeut of mo-
neys due to the Departtent. ke .

Scc. 15. And be it furtber enacted, That
eopmnd‘dol'th quarterly returns of =
a any papers:pertaining to the accounts
in the office ollm’

Department, certified by him, ander his seal

courts of the United States; and in every
case of delinquency of any asier oF con-
tractor, in which suit may bo brought, the
said auditor shail forward o the attorney of
the United States certified copies of all pa-
pers in his office, tending to sustain the claim ;
and in every such case, a statemant of the ac-
count, certified as aforesaid, shall be admit-
ted as enidence, and the courttrying the cause

ment and award execation, subject to the pro-
visions of the thirty-eighth section of the act
to reduce into one the several acts establish-
ing and regulating the Post Office Depan-
meat, approved March third, eighteen i:n-
dred and twenty-five.
shall be allowed upon the trial but such as
shall have been presented to the said auditor,
and by him disallowed in whole or in pan,
unless it shall be to the satisfaction of
the court that the defendant is at (he time of
the trial in possession of vouchers not before
in his power 10 procure, and that he was pre-
vented {rom exhibiting to the said audilor a
claim for such credit, by some unavoidable
accident. In suits for balances doe from
postmasters, interest at the rate of six per
cent. per annum, shall be recovered from the
ume of the default until payment.

Skc. 16. And be it further enacted, That
tho attorneys of the United States, in the
prosecution of suits for moneys due on ac-
count of the Post Officc Department, shall
oboy the directions which may, (tom time to
time, be given to them by the auditor for the
Post Office ment ; and it shall bo the
d:l, of each of the said attorneys, immedi-
ately afier the end of every torm of any court
in which any of the suits aforesaid shall have
been pending, to forward to the said auditor
a statement of all the judgments, orders, and
steps which have been made or taken in the
same, dcring the said tenn, accompanied by
a certificate of the clerk, showing the parties
to, and amount of cach judgment. with such
other information as may bo required by the
said auditor. The 3aid attorneys shall di-
rect speedy and effectual pmcess of execuiion
upon the said judgments; and it shall bo the
duty of the marshals of the United States to
whom the same shall be directed, 0 make to
the said auditor, at such times as he may di-
rect 1cturns of the proceedings which have
taken place upon the said process of execu-
tion.

Skc. 17. And be it further cnacted, That
in all cascs where any sum or sums of money
have been paid out of the funds of the Post
Office Department to any individual or indi-
viduals, under pretence that service has been

rformed therefor when in fact such service

as not been performed, or by way of addi-
tioez! ailowance for incr scrvice actual-
ly rendered, when the additional allowance
excecds the sum which, by the provisions of
law, might rightfully have been allowed there-
for, and in nlfo!hcr cascs where the moneys
of the Department have been paid over to any
person, in consequence of fraudulent repre.
sentations, or by the mistake, collusion, or
misconduct of any officer or clerk of the De-
partment, it shall be the duty of the Posimas-
ter General to cause suit to be brought in the
oame of the United Siates of America, to

pers and |the auditor for the Post Office
amount of |shall adjust and settle all balances due from

jects, namely : * compensation of postmas-|to the first d[a‘v
ters,” “ transportation of the mails,” ¢ ghip |thirty-six.
_wrappi | tute suits for the same, agd cavse them 1 e
per,” office furniture,” © advertising,” “ mail |effectudlly prosecuted to judgment and execo-
stazaps,” [tion ; and in cases in whie;rwpeeedinp at
special agente”’ |law for these or any other balgnces thatare
jscellaneous”’ lor may become due on account of the Post
Sec. 13. And be it farther enacted, That |Office Department, have been or shsll be fruit-
asters, mail [less, may direct the institution  of suits io
agents of the Post OF | chancery, to sot side fraudulent conveyances
ment, shall bereafter be made to|or trusts, or attach debts doe to the.defen-
and with the United States of Ameriea ; and |dants, or obtain any other proper exerciso of |due to 1
all suits to be commenced for the recovery of |the powers of equity, 16 have satisfaction of
debts or balances due by postmasters and oth- |the zaid judgmen
upot: bonds or contracts made 1o or | United States, sitting 1n chancery, shall have
with the present or any former Postmaster |jurisdiction to entertain such bills, and make
General, or for any fines, penalties or forfei-|such decrees and orders thereupon as may be
ing the |consonant to the principles

=

icharge ; and if any person

the aoditor for the Post Office .
of office, shall be admitted as evidence in lllei

shall be thercupon authorized to give judg- |

No claim for a credit

tbe accounts of the Post Office Departmen |recover back the same, or the excess, as the
shall be kept in such manner as to exhibit the |case may be, with interest thereon.

Sec 18. And be it further enacted, That
rimeatl

postmasters on account of transactions prior
of July, eighteen hundred and
¢ shall, when necessary, insi-

ts; and the courls of the

and usages of]

ity. The said auditor shall report to the

ter General, pursuant thereto, shall be insti-| Postmaster General, to be by him submitted to
tuted in the name of the United States of | Congress, at its next anoual session, a state-
America, and the demands in such suits shall | ment of all the balances and debis doe to the
hare all the prisileges and priorities in adju- | Post Office Department as aforesaid, by late

ers, showing, in each case, the name

of the United States, by the existing laws.— |and office of the prineipal debior, the names
Prorided, That actions and suits which may |of the sureties, if any, the amount of thedebt,
have been institated in the name of the Post- | the time at which it accroed, the steps taken
of {to collect the sanse, and whether they have

been successful or not.  The said statement
shall also classify such of the said balances
as may then remain due, into such as are con-
sidered collectible, and such as are not, with
the whole amount of each class..
And be it furtber cnacted, That
or any mayor of a city, justice of the
or judge of any court of record in the Bnned
i States; by him especially designated, shall be
' anthorized to administer caths and affirma-
in relation to the examination and set-
tlement of the accounts commiited to his
falsel Mmmnhe apendlll-
‘swear or affirm . ing t
tures of thoPouO&!qumtmml.win re-
lation to any account of or claim sgaiust, or
'in favor of, the said Departmeit, he or she
shall, upon conviction thercof, suffer as for
wilfal and corrupt perjury.

Src. 20. And be it further enufﬁd, That
therc shall be employed by the Posimaster
General, a third Assistant Postmaster Gener-
S hates oa ofpoages, .o e o the

k go; and in
Q:'?}u:‘;- cmph;:‘ in the Department, one
‘chief clerk, three principal clerks, and thir-
jty-three other clerks, one messenger, a
‘three assistant memengers, and (wo waich-
: |men.

Spc. 201. And beit furiher enscled,
‘That there shall be employed by the Se-
cretary of the Treasury, in the office of
the auditor for the Post Office Department
one chief clerk, four principal clerks, and
thirty-eight other clerks, ouc messenger,
and one assistant messenger, also three
i elerks one ata salary of fourtcon hundred
dollars per annum, one at a salary . of
‘twelve hundred dollars and ohe 2t a salary
ol one thousand dollars, in the office of
the Treasurer of the Uniled States, iu lieu
of the same number of the clerksnow em-
ployed in the office of the Fifth Auditor
of the Treasury, in adjusting the accounts
of the Post Office Department.

Sec. 22. And be it forther enacted,

That it shall be the duty of the Posimas-
:ter General 1o make to Congress at cach
|annual session thereof, the following se-
' veral reports:
{ HFirst. A report of all contracts made
{ for the transportation of the mail within
‘the preceding year, stating in each case
. of contract iis date and duration, the name
“of the contractor, the route or routes em-
braced in the contract, with the length of
cach, with the times of arrival and de-
parture at the ends of each route, the
mode of transportation contracted for, and
the prices stipulated to be paid by.the
Dopartment; aléo a statement of such land
and water mails as may have been es-
tablished or ordered by the Department
within the yecar preceding, other than
those let o contract at the annusl lettings
of mail contracts, specifying in each casc
the route or water course on which the
mail is established, the name of the per-
son employed to transport it, the mode of
transportation, the amount paid or to be
paid, and the proposed duration of the or-
der or contract.

Second. A report of all allowanees made
to contractors within the year preceding,
beyond the sums originally stipulated in
their respective contracts, and the reasons
for the same; and of all orders made by
the Department, whereby additional ex-
penscs is, or will be incurred, beyond the
original contract price on any land or wa-
terroute, specifying, in cach case the route
to which the order relates, the name of
the contractor, the original service provi-
ded by the contract, the original price,
the date of the order for additional ser-

the additional allowance therefor, also, a
report of all curtailments of expenses ef-
fected by the Department within the pre-
ceding year, specifying, in cach case, the
same particulars as required in cases of
additional allomances.

Third. A report of all incidental expen-
cot of the Department for the s car ending

ing on the thirtieth day o

vice, the additional service required, and {p

on the thirtieth day of June precedin€
arranged according to their saveral object®
as for “wrapping paper,” “office fur- -
nitare,” “advertising;"” mail bags, “blanks"
“mail locks, keys, and stamps,” “*mail de-
predations, and specis} lggﬂll.”clerh
for offices,” “miscellaneous,” showingihe
sum ;E‘i" under cach head of expenditure . .
and the names of the persdbs o whant
paid, £xcept only that the names of per-
sons gmm'o;d__in detecting depredations
on the mail, and other confidential agenis:
need nol be disclosed in ssidreport.
Fourth. A report of thefoances of the
Post Office Deparimeny. for the year end- . -

of June preceding,

showing the whole aniount of ba mng S
Depariment at the begin
of the yedr, from posimssters and all otl
ers, the whole amount a(,.pop%::@; ag-
crued within the year, the whole amount *.

of the engagementsaud liabilities of the,
Department for mail transp

s iy - as e
“ 8 v

oriation during
the year, the amount actmlly paid daring
the year, for and on accoant of mail trans-

riation, and otherwise, sialing separale--
y; 80 much of the said amount as may
have been paid on account of the trans-
poriation of the mail, and for other debts
for the same object, in preceding years..

Fifth. A veport of all Sues imposed,
and deductions from the pay of contrae-
tors made during the preceding yesr, for
failure to deliver the mail, or for any oth-.
er cause stating the names of the delin-.
quent contractors, the nature of the de-
linquency, the route oh which:it:oecurred
the time when the fine was imposed, and -
whether the fine has been remitted, or or-
der for deduction rescinded, and for what
reason. L o

Szc. 23. And be it farther enacled,
That it shall be the duty of the Postmas-:
ter General, before advertising for propo-. -
sals for the transportation of the mail, to -
form the best judgment practicable as 10
the mode time, and frequency of trans- -
poriation on each route, and. to advertis. .
accordingly. No consolidated or combi-
nation bid shall be received. and no addi-
tional compensation shall be made to any
mail contractor, so as that the compensa- -
tion for additional regular dervice shall
excced the exact proportion which the ori-
ginal compensation bears to the original
services stipulated to be formed; and no.:
extraailowance shall be made % agy,cons:
tractor, by the Posimasier General, forani:" **
inerease of espedition. i the transporta-. =
tion of the mail, unless- thereby the

ployment of additional stock- or carri T

nd {by the contractor; shall ‘be rendered ne-:

cessary ; and, in such case, the additional
compensation shall never bear a ter
proportion to the additional stock or car-.
riers resdered nocessary, than the sum
stipulated in the original contract bears
to the stock and carriers necessarily em-
ployed in its exccution, and when any ox-
tra service shall be ordered, the amoupt
of the allowance therefor, in dollars and-
cents, shall be signified in the order for
such service, and be farthwith entered up-
on the books of -the Post Office Depart-
ment, and noadditional compensationshall-
be paid for any extra regular ‘service ren-" -
dered before the issuing of such order,
and the maZing of such entry, and every
order entry, or memorandum whatever,
on which any action of the Department is’
to be bad, allowance made, or money paid,
and every contract, paper or obligation
drawn up in said office, by any officer
thercof, shall have affixed to its truc date; -
and every paper relating (o contraets ‘or *
allowances filed in said office, shall have
the.date of itsfiling endorsed thereon.—
And whenever it shall becotne necessary:
to change the terms of an existing con=
tract in any other manner than that desig-"
nated in this act, or to enterinto a contract
for the transportation of the mail at any
other time than at the annual Jetting, the
Postmaster General shall give notice in
one newspaper published at Washington
City, and'in one newspaper publ ‘a8
near as may be to the route on which the
services arc to be performed for at least
four weeks before changing or muking
such contract, inviling proposals therefor; |
which proposals shall be received and
opened, and such proceedings thercon had
in all things, as at the annval lettings : —
Provided, v That the -Postmaster
General may make temporary contracts
until a regular lotting can take place.

Sgc. 24. And be it further enacted,
That proposals for mail contracis shall
be delivered to the Department sealed,
and shall be kept sealed, until the biddings
are closed, and shall then be opened and
marked in the presence of the Postmaster
General, and one of the Assistant Post-
masters General, or_in the presence of
two of the Assistant Postmasters General.
And the contracts in all cases shall be
awanled to the lowest bidder, cxcept when
his bid is not more than five per centum
below that of the last contractor, on the
route bid for, who shall have faithtully
erformed his contract. Provided howe-
ver, That the Postermaste: General shall
not be found to consider the bid of any
person who shall have wilfolly or negli-
genily failed to execute or perform 4 prior
contract.

Skc. 25. And be it fuither enacted
That it shall be the duty of the Postmas’

tor Genera! 1o have recorded in & wel




